UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Mission to Jordan, 2006 

Closure of Al-Jafr Correction and Rehabilitation Centre

In 2006, then UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Professor Manfred Nowak, conducted a country mission to Jordan. 

While there he found serious cases of corporal punishment of detainees, many of them drug users.

The Al-Jafr Correction and Rehabilitation Centre was in fact a punishment centre, where detainees were routinely beaten and subjected to severe corporal punishment. 

Detainees who did not “behave” in other prisons, many of them drug users, were brought to this remote place in the middle of the desert. In order to make them understand the new “regime” they were thrown down from the vehicle upon arrival and greeted by a “welcome party”, of up to 20 officers who forced them to strip to their underwear in the courtyard outside their assigned barracks; and subjected them to heavy beatings with electrical cables and batons for long periods at a time. If they lost consciousness, they were revived with cold water and beaten again. This treatment lasted for days.
The overwhelming number of detainees the Special Rapporteur spoke to in Al-Jafr showed scars and bruises on their backs and other parts of the body. 

The Special Rapporteur raised this with the Government of Jordan in his report on the Mission. It was taken seriously by the Government and in December 2006, Al-Jafr Correction and Rehabilitation Centre was closed down.

For the report of the mission see UN Doc No A/HRC/4/33/Add.3, available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/torture/rapporteur/visits.htm
See also UN Doc No A/HRC/13/39/Add.5 para 221 available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A.HRC.13.39.Add.5_en.pdf 

