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Saturday April 2, 12.00-18.00

Session 1: 1200 - 1345

12. 00 – 12.10 Opening speech by Mr Georges Kordahi

12.10 -12.15 Festival Trailer 

THIS IS MY DESTINY (AFGHANISTAN)

Length: 67 minutes

Director: Lucy Gordon and Bahareh Hosseini

Producer: Lucy Gordon with Equal Access

Year: 2009

Abstract: Documentary showing the daily life of three individuals from different parts of Afghanistan who are struggling with drug addiction. Opium has destroyed Khoshan’s life. The harsh daily existence that all residents of Badakhshan, a remote and unforgiving province in north-east Afghanistan, face is made so much more difficult by her addiction to opium. Her family’s land has been sold to pay for her and her husband’s addiction and they have been ostracised from their local community. Her teenage son can no longer afford to go to school and has little prospect of entering into a good marriage. Her baby has been an addict since birth. Her fatalistic reply is a response heard all across

Afghanistan and is used as the title of this fascinating documentary. It is the most desperate coping mechanism amongst a people traumatised by thirty years of brutal civil conflict. Khoshan’s story is not unique. This documentary explores drug use in three diverse provinces in Afghanistan through the lives of ordinary Afghans struggling with addiction. It challenges the perception that drug abuse is primarily a Western problem and suggests that the greatest devastation is happening in places and amongst people who are the least able to cope.

MOHAMMAD AND THE MATCHMAKER (IRAN)
Length: 26 mins

Director: Maziar Bahari 

Producer: Sam Bagnaud 

Year: 2005

Abstract: 
Iranian Mohammad is 47, single and looking for love in Iran. He is also a former heroin addict and HIV positive. In a country with the highest proportion of drug users anywhere in the world but one where discussion of drugs and AIDS is also taboo, Mohammad‟s search for happiness looks doomed, until his doctor sets out find him a HIV positive bride. Won best film for Harm Reduction Film Festival, Belfast, 2005.

Session 2: 1400 - 1530

HIV SHOOTS UP (UK) 

Length: 10 mins
Director: Martin Freeth

Producer: Martin Freeth

Year: 2010

Abstract: Experts in harm reduction present a global story in which these countries which have policies based on real evidence have reduced HIV levels, but in those ignoring the evidence, including the USA and Russia, things are getting worse.
 

LIVE CONTAINERS (TAJIKISTAN)
Length: 26 mins

Directors Name: Orzu Sharipov 

Producers: Open Society Institute, Soros Foundation 

Year: 2003

Abstract: 
This documentary from a women’s prison tells about a calamity that has become widespread. Economic hardship and political chaos have led many a Tajik women to become out of sheer necessity ‘lives containers’ smuggling heroin inside themselves. These women, who led ordinary lives yesterday, could not possibly be called criminals. The government recognizes this and occasionally amnesties those women who were caught with a relatively ‘small (by Tajik standards) amount of drugs. Yet, despite their sincere repentance and their sincere joy at being liberated, there is no guarantee that life will not make them go down this terrible path again.

JUST PUNISHMENT (AUSTRALIA)
Length: 54 mins

Director: Shannon Owen/Kim Beamish 

Producer: Liz Burke, Shannon Owen, Kim Beamish 

Year: 2006

Abstract 
Caught at Singapore airport with 396 grams of heroin strapped to his body, Van Nguyen was the first Australian to be executed overseas in more than a decade and his story flooded the news outlets across the country. Aged just 24 years old and without a criminal history, this was Van‟s first trip outside of Australia. Filmed over 2 years, Just Punishment tells the story behind the media face of Van Nguyen and the remarkable journey for those who tried to save his life. In the shadow of the hangman’s noose Van finds wisdom and courage. Just Punishment is a moving story of human redemption and transformation. No matter where you stand on capital punishment, this film is guaranteed to touch and challenge you.

Session 3: 1600 – 1745

GLUE MADE ME A GHOST (CAMBODIA)
Length: 8 mins

Director: Andrew Pope, Farhad Shadraven with Children of M‟Lop Tapang 

Producer: Daniel Littlewood, Fit Media 

Year: 2006

Abstract 
The film was written and performed by ex-street children: Most of whom were addicted to glue. The story is based on real life experiences of these and other children with long histories of using glue, whilst trying to earn money from scavenging and sleeping on the streets. All of these children are now reintegrated back to education and their families. These children have friends that have been injured by traffic accidents whilst using and they wanted to educate their peers of the risks of drug use, as well as the negative future ahead for a glue sniffer on the streets. The film has simulated glue use and shows what this leads to: vagrancy, poverty, loneliness, crime, attacks from gangs and the huge risk to life and well being. In Khmer culture, ghosts are very much believed in and feared. The message is clear that glue can destroy your life in many ways. 

IBOGAINE: RITE OF PASSAGE (Netherlands)

Length: 50 min

Directors Name: Ben De Loenen 

Producer: Ben De Loenen 

Year: 2004

Abstract: 
‘Ibogaine – Rite of Passage’ is a documentary about the use of the controversial substance ‘Ibogaine’ for the treatment of addiction. Ibogaine is a substance that is derived from an African plant, which is used during initiations of the Bwiti culture in Gabon. In the 1960s the anti-addictive properties were discovered by Howard Lotsof, who was an American heroin addict at that time. Shortly after his discovery, Ibogaine became illegal in the US. Ibogaine is surrounded by controversy and the pharmaceutical companies show no interest in this substance. Is it because of economical reasons or its hallucinogenic effects? This revealing documentary shows the different aspects of this special substantial by means of personal experiences and explanations of ex-addicts, treatment providers and ‘experts’

Children of Leningradsky (Poland)

Length: 30 mins

Director: Hanna Polak, Andrzej Celinski

Producer: Hanna Polak 

Year: 2004

Abstract

In post Soviet Russia between 1 and 4 million children are homeless. At the time of filming, authorities estimated that some 30,000 children were living on the streets and railway stations of Moscow. Filmmakers Hanna Polak and Andrzej Celinski bring us the gritty and heartbreaking story of Russia's most innocent victims-its children. Forgotten by their families and ignored by society, each day's passing crumbles the children's dreams of a brighter future. Through candid testimonials and painful images, we learn of the children's plight. Escaping homes fraught with violence and neglect, the children sleep in stairways, garbage containers and underground tunnels. They make homes on hot water pipes to protect themselves from the harsh winter. They panhandle and prostitute themselves for money. They sniff glue to curb hunger and to escape from the violent world around them. Yet the spirit of a child is ever present, as they play with balloons, sing, dance and dream of their mothers.  This film explores the social ills and shortcomings of a country still struggling to live up to the democratic expectations set for it.  Nominated for Academy Award Best Documentary Short Subject 2004. 
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